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In the Jan. 8 issue of the New York Times, Stephen Kinzer reports on recent statements by former
contra leader Arturo Cruz about his political career. At present, Cruz maintains an office at the
University of Miami's Institute of Inter-American Studies. He is occupied with writing and speaking
in favor of the Central American peace plan. After the 1979 revolution, Cruz was appointed head
of the Nicaraguan Central Bank, and later became a member of the ruling junta and was appointed
Nicaraguan Ambassador to the US. He resigned from the latter post when he broke with the
Sandinistas. In 1984, Cruz was chosen by the Nicaraguan Democratic Coordinator as a presidential
candidate to run against Daniel Ortega. However, he dropped out of the campaign, alongwith other
candidates representing parties backed by the Coordinator, Cruz said the decision to drop out
occurred after Sandinista militants disrupted an opposition rally in Chinandega. Cruz now believes
this was a mistake: "We should have stayed in the race no matter what happened. We should have
repeated Chinandega 10 or 20 times." Although Cruz could not have defeated Ortega, as a losing
presidential candidate, he would have held a seat in the national congress and perhaps led an
opposition bloc. Cruz said, "That would have been constructive for Nicaragua," he said. Cruz told
Kinzer that he now believes the Coordinator was dominated by individuals who never intended
to go through with an election campaign. Rather, he said, their intention was to embarrass the
Sandinistas by withdrawing. According to Kinzer, "Cruz said he was never pressed by any American
officials to abandon the presidential campaign, and did not know if other leaders of the Democratic
Coordinator were under such pressures." Kinzer admits that many diplomats and Nicaraguan
politicians have stated that Washington "secretly sought to have opposition candidates quit the
race." [Ed. note: The events which preceded the Coordinator's withdrawal from the presidential
elections in 1984 were much more numerous and complex than harassment of a small group of
demonstrators in Chinandega. The Coordinator put forth a list of preconditions to the government
(such as dialogue with the contras) for participating in elections. After three months of negotiations,
during which the government postponed the registration deadline three times, and offered to
postpone the elections, the Coordinator turned down a deal Cruz had negotiated with government,
and a short time later, boycotted the elections. At that time, foreign and national observers alike
commented that the Coordinator apparently had no intention of participating in the elections. The
Coordinator delivered a set of demands to the government in an attempt to discredit it, and then
pulled out for the same reason.] When Cruz ended his campaign and left Nicaragua, he agreed to
join forces with the contra leadership. However, he became involved in continual disagreements
with other contra leaders and the CIA. He quit the contras in March 1987. Cruz said becoming
involved with the contras was also a mistake: "I should have ended my involvement in politics when
I left Nicaragua...I made the mistake of getting back into it, and for what? To be in disagreement
again." In 1985, Cruz was denied entry into Nicaragua. Recently, the Nicaraguan government has
stated that exiles like Cruz would be permitted to freely return. Cruz said he would like to return:
"I don't want to say when, but it's on the agenda if God permits. At some point I'd like to go back
and work with groups promoting human rights and civic values." Cruz is one of the few notables
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connected with the contras who has admitted that he received a salary from the CIA, and that it
was a mistake. He said that during a 26- month period, he was paid $6,000 per month. "Everyone
was getting it. It was a tremendous mistake." Cruz summarized his political career since 1979 as
follows: "I've made powerful enemies, starting with the CIA and the Sandinistas. It's because I
wouldn't keep my mouth shut in either place. I didn't want to be someone's clown or a pet monkey
that rides a bicycle in circles...If you're in the center, you are always in opposition. The people at
the extremes hold power." According to Cruz, the Sandinistas and the contra movement are similar
in that both are highly dependent on foreign aid. "Both leadership groups are made up of tight
and competing cliques." Cruz's perspective on the Sandinistas is one of distaste, combined with
recognition of the FSLN's role in ridding Nicaragua of a brutal dictatorship and for a necessary
shakedown of the society. "The most repugnant aspect of their perversion of the revolution is their
belief that they are a vanguard that can use state power for party purposes. They make concessions,
but they never recognize rights." "The Sandinistas were working in the catacombs while we in the
traditional opposition were out of touch with the rising expectations of the masses. The Sandinistas
have broken barriers in Nicaragua that had to be broken, and that is irreversible."

-- End --
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